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Maxwell's main ideas and conclusions have stood the test of time,
and illustrate his remarkable powers of scientific judgment and of
physical insight into the processes of nature. When we recall the
practical applications of electric waves as a means of world communica-
tion, and the still recent triumphs of broadcasting, so much of which
we owe to the early experiments of Lodge and Marconi [he might have
added 'and myself'], we should fittingly honour Maxwell as the great
pioneer of radio-communication; for he had not only the genius to
foresee that electric waves must be produced, but had given the complete
theory of their generation and propagation long before their existence
had been suspected by science.
To commemorate Rutherford's sixtieth birthday (30 Aug. 1931) >
Otto Hahn and Lise Meitner wrote an appreciation to Die Naturwissen-
schaften (1931* 35, p- 729):
He stands at the height of his creative power, highly esteemed by his
colleagues, admired and loved by the great host of his pupils who work
directly or indirectly in the sphere of radioactivity, and on this day will
be paid to him in the highest measure the tribute of the recognition
of the whole scientific world. We too, who have experienced the exten-
sive growth and maturity of his great services, would like to take this
opportunity of expressing our grateful respect.
What a wealth of brilliant discoveries and original creation does the
career of Rutherford show! To present them in detail the whole
development of physics and modern chemistry would have to be
described----Professor Rutherford, to whom the highest scientific dis-
tinctions and honours have been assigned, has himself erected the fairest
memorial in the minds and gratitude of his followers.
RUTHERFORD TO HAHN
2 Sept. 1931. On my return from a holiday by the seaside in Dorset
with the grandchildren, I got your telegram of congratulations on my
6oth birthday. It is pleasant to be remembered in this way by one's
friends but I am glad to say I do not feel as ancient as my years suggest.
In any case, we are told that time is an illusion! I have to report that
I am still very fit and well and able at any rate to drive the other fellow
to work!